HIDDEN GEMS AND FORGOTTEN PEOPLE
CARRICKFERGUS AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
.

Foundations of the Franciscan Friary in St. Patrick’s Churchyard, Glenarm.
Glenarm third order Franciscan Friary was founded in the year 1465 with the
patronage of Robert Bisset who was Lord of Glenarm. It remained in use until at least
1567. The plan of the Friary is outlined in red only foundations remain today as
stones from the Friary were used in the building of St. Patrick’s church. Glenarm
Friary corresponds closely with other 15th century third order friaries. The entrance
would have been by the West door into the Nave. The Transept is to the North. It
would probably have contained one or maybe two little chapels on its east wall. There
would have been a bell tower, a common feature in Franciscan Friaries. This would
have been situated mid-way along dividing the nave from the Chancel. There may have
been an archway under the tower leading to the Chancel, which was at the east end
and would have had an ornate carved stone window frame.
All Friaries had conventional buildings, i.e. dormitory, refectory and kitchen, plus
store rooms. This collection of buildings was situated next to the church and generally
formed a square with an open space located centrally. There would have been a
cloistered walkway where the Friars could pray and meditate, and centrally a garden
laid out in grass, or possibly used to grow herbs. Carved stones from the cloisters can
be viewed inside St. Patrick’s Church.
The conventual buildings in Glenarm were situated on the south side of the Friary
church. The present church sits on top of the foundations of some of these. A great
deal of the friary stone was reused in the first building of the new church. Whatever
was left was used when later extensions were added and now only the bare
foundations remain.
The churchyard has been used for burying the dead of all denominations. The oldest
known gravestone is dated to 1641. It is said that the headless body of Shane O’Neill
was buried in this grave yard in 1567 but historians think this unlikely and there is
certainly no proof.
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